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TEXANS' DE LA GARZA, KRUEGER INTRODUCE BILL
TO TACKLE GULF OF MEXICO PROBLEMS

For immediate release, Wednesday, March 31, 1993
WASHINGTON - House Agriculture Committee Chairman Kika de la Garza,
D-Texas, citing growing economic and environmental pressures along the entire Gulf
Coast, today introduced legislation - in coqjunction with Senator Bob Krueger, DTexas - designed to help Federal and state agencies better manage economic
development and protect natural resources in and around the Gulf of Mexico.
''The Gulf of Mexico is a vital economic and environmental resource for our
nation. Yet the Federal government has no coordinated policy with the coastal states
to monitor the growing pollution and development pressures being experienced along
the Gulf. The residents and the environment along the Gulf deserve better," said
Rep. de la Garza. "Our proposal will establish a framework by which Federal and
state agencies can work together to better manage and promote the economic and
environmental interests of the Gulf region."
The Krueger-de la Garza proposal, the Gulf of Mexico Act, would establish a
coordinated Federal-atate partnenhip effort to improve ovenight and management
of the Gulf of Mexico'. natural resources. It has three main provisions:
•

The bill authorizes the establishment of an independent Gulf of Mexico
Commiaaion to monitor the economic and environmental conditions of
the region. Membenhip would include Gulf state governors, state
agency officiala with jurisdiction over coastal zone management, state
legislaton, private citizens and officiala from Federal agencies. The
Commiaaion would conduct studies, hold hearings and propose strategies
to better manage and protect the region's resources.

•

The bill would require the Secretary of Agriculture to compile an
inventory of all Federal and state laws and regulations affecting the
use of wetlands for agricultural production. This information will help
the Secretary formulate recommendations for wetlands policy across the
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United States, with a particular emphasis on the economic and
environmental interests of the Gulf of Mexico and the prudent use of
agricultural lands in the coastal states.
•

The bill would fonnally establish a Gulf of Mexico National Program
Office within the Environmental Protection Agency. This office would
be responsible for coordinating all EPA activities involving Gulf of
Mexico as well as the agency's interactions with the Commission created
by the bill.

Rep. de la Garza said creation of a Gulf of Mexico Commission will
complement and enhance the Clinton Administration's efforts to negotiate a
supplemental agreement on the environment with Mexico in conjunction with the
proposed North American Free Trade Agreement.
"I have urged the Administration to ensure that this supplemental agreement
includes a bilateral framework to deal with the problems of Gulf of Mexico -- our
other ''border'' with Mexico - and 1 have been assured the Administration is
supportive of this goal," added Rep. de la Garza.
Rep. de la Garza said the Committee on Agriculture, which he chairs, will
hold public hearings on this important legislation in the coming months.

